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THE HORRORS No fooner had lord Oakendale read | of anoid abbey belonging to himfelf in 

jie this paper than the colour forfook his | Cumberland. That the next morning had 

cheeks; his eyes gliftened, and he held | been fixed for their journey there, to 

OAKENDALE ABBEY. the paper in his trembling hand, while he | make an inquiry which the. pelea infor- 
— preferved a profound filence. A flat of | mation he had received would greatly ac- 


A ROMANCE. 
(Continued from Ne. 13.) 


The time he faid was now come, when he 
would give worlds never to have had them 


_inhis poffeffion; nor could he recolle& 


one fingle fatisfaction or pleafure that the 
money for which the jewels fold had 
given him; that he fincerely repented 
having wronged the child; that he beg- 
ged | would pray to God to forgive him; 
and all the reftitution he could now make, 
was to place the picture and the paper in 
my hands, befeeching me, if poflible, to 
find out the child, or its relations. and to 
refttore what yet remained of their proper- 
ty. He added, that be had lately met 
with a womanwho had been taken prifon- 
er with the child, and who faid it had 
been put on board, and iniru‘ted to her 
care by a female negro, who had lived 
with irs parents; and that the child was 
carried from the prifon by a furgeon, of 
the name of Du Frene. whe atteaded 
them. Mr. Martin having finifhed his 
relation, lord Qakendale tremblingly 
opened the paper. The firft thing that 
Rrsck his fight was the picture of his 
brother ; that brother upon whom he had 
befowed fo litthe care or anxiety, and 
whole exa@t refemblance, now_before his 
eyes, recalled to his recollection his ma- 
ny virtues, and filled his heart with re- 


morfe and regret that he had fo cruelly 


nezleéted them, and paid fo little regard 
to his memory. Having paid this. late 
tribute of affection, he proceeded to open 


the paper; which contained the following | 


lines, written in his brother’s own hand ; 


“ Laura Carleton, daughter of William 
Carleton, and Zelima his wie; was boro 
at Madras, .pril the s4th, 1778, and is 
the only furviviag heir of the Jakendale 


‘family. 


Se 
WILLIAM CARLETON. 
“ This paper, picture and jewels, are the 
property of Laura Caricton.” 


conviction rufhed upon his mind that 
Laura might be, and was in all probabili- 
ty, his own niece; that Laura, whom he 
was upon the point of making his wife. 
He hefitated for a few feconds in the faint 
hope that fome miftake might prove the 
matter to be different; but the circum- 
tances were too ftrong to admit of any 
doubt; and however he mizht with to 
difbelieve the facts, an impulfe, of a dif- 
ferent naturé from what he had hitherto 

experienced, made him fhudder for. his_ 
own crimes, at the fame-time that he felt 

an uncommon interelt in the fate of Laura. 

He again looked at his brother’s picture ; 

again he examined the hand-writing ; it 

was certainly his brother’s, for it was a 

remarkable hand; and again it recalled 

to his remembrance the thoufand virtues 

which had marked his character, and the 

httle value that had been placed upon 

them by thofe who ftood in the neareft 

relation to him. Should Laura really be 

his niece, and the only furviving branch 

of the houle of Oakendale, with what 

pleafure fhould he allow her the poffeffion 

of that fortune, to which fhe derived as 

much claim from her virtues, as from he- 

editary right ! 


Such are the ties of nature, that his 
pride exulted in calling that woman niece, 
whom he had a thort time before defign- 
ed and and folicited for proftitution.— 
During the time thefe reflections were paf- 
fing in his mind, be fat mufing without 
uttering a word ; but at lalt recollecting 
Mr. Martin, he thanked hin with uafeign- 
ed fincerity, and told him, he had every 
reafoa to believe that he had feen the per- 
fon who exactly anfwered the defcription 
of the child, and whom he had no doubt 
was his miece. 


He then proceeded to thank Mr. Mar- 
tin for rhe trouble he had taken to convey 
the information to him; and, without 
ielliny hin by what means fhe came there, 
he added, that he verily believed the was 





»atthis timze concealed in an-interior part 





cellerate. 

Mr. Martin congratulated lord Oa*en- 
dale on the profpect of finding his niece; 
and here it may not feem improper to give . 
our readers a more particular account of 
Laura’s father, in order more clearly to 
elucidate the identity of her birth. 

We have already mentioned that Cap- 
tain William Carleton embarked with his 
regiment for the Eaft-Indies. | 

After being driven by contrary winds, 
they found themfelves chaced by an Al- 
gerine Corfair. The fpirit of the Englith 
determined to ftand an engagement, in 
which they were victorious, and very foon 
boarded the Corfair. On her way to Sal- 
lee, to pay the ranfom of her brother, who 
was a captive, there was a Greck Lady, 
of illuitrious birth, and exquifite beauty, 
and with her four female attendants, who 
were taken prifoners. The gallantry of 
the Englith officers was exerted in aéts of 
attentionand confolation tothefair Greeks, 
who, together with the riches of the car- 
go, made it a prize worthy the bravery of 
our nation. 


The beauty of the chief captive, whofe 
name was Zempronia, was the fubje& of 
univerfal admiration ; and the captain of 
the vetlel appropriated to her his cabin, 
and gave her every accommodation that _ 
could render her fituation fuch as to make 
her forget fhe was his prifoner; vet no- 
thing could leffen or footh her affliction ; 
fhe wept inceflantly, and every effort of 
attention was only anfwered by the moft 
heart-rending fighs and lamentations ; 
one of her attendants, about the age of 
fixteen, appeared the leaft unhappy. Her 
bewitching {milés, and captivating graces, 
fafcinated the heart of William Carleton ; 
a flight wound he had received in the en- 
gagement feemed to excite all her pity, and™ 
leveral tender glances had betrayed a re- 
ciprocal paflion, : 

If the elegant perfon and accomplifh- 
ments of William had attra@ted the admi- 
ration of Zelima, he was no lefs enamour- 


ed of the fair Greek. She learned his 
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language with facility; but in that of 
rove the was fill a greater proficient ; 
and, by the time they arrived at the port 


of Grand Canary, where they were to | 
** unpitied, and forlorn!” 


releafe the lady and her attendants, Ze- 
lima’s heart was not lefs wounded than 
her lover’s at the crue! idea of feparation. 
She was charmed with all that he profefs- 
ed. Her religion, her country, and her 
‘laws, were all facrificed to the "powerful 
paftion of love; and an Englith prieft, 
then refiding at that port, tied the indif- 
foluble knot. 

She took leave of her miftrefs Zem- 
pronia with regret, but not with reluc- 
tance; all her duty, love and obedience, 
were alone due to her hufband; and fhe 
attended her beloved William to the Ealt, 
where her tender affeGtion, and wnremit- 
ting attention, rendered him the happieft 
of men. 

He wrote to lord Oakendale an account 
of his marriage with the fair. Grecian, 
and anticipated the pleafure he fhould 
derive from prefenting this lovely crea- 
tvre to his brother and fifter, when the 
conclufion of war fhould allow him to re- 
turn to England; but ‘ord Oakendale 
made his marrying a fervant a pretence 
for never an{wering any of his letters ; 
and three years after, when the Honore 
able William Carleton’s name appeared 
in the lift of thofe thar were killed in 
battle, lord Oakendale’s heart only pal- 
pitated with a fecret joy, that the many 
Virtues, and univerfa d charetter of 
his brother, would no longer upbraid, 
and be a reftraint upon his own vices, 
He put on the exterior of mourning ; but 
he made no fort of inquiry after the wi- 
dow of William Carleton, or wifhed to 
ear that he had left any inheritor to his 

any virtues. 

» Thus were the ties of blood 
anda deferted ahs left to fee 
protection from iirangers which fix 
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fickened, and fhe only furvived to caft a 


omGuUTA atal lack. spon-the mangled corpfe 


of her hufband, gave a convulfive fhriek, 
and expired; leaving a female infant 


Lord Oakendale thréw af all temem- 
brance of his brother with his mourning, 
and from that time never thought more 
of the connexion. He followed his plea- 
fures with unremitting avidity, till after 
the courfe of a iew years, when his con- 
fitution began to warn him by frequent 


intimations that the ¢areer, in which he 


was fo deeply ‘engaged, would fome day 
be interrupted. 


In thefe moments of admonition he - 


wilhed far,he knew not what comforts 


| and refources ; ; real friends he had none. 
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The tender endearments of a family he 
had never known, and his heart felt an 
aching void fer thoie dear attentions and 
folicitudes, which can only be,experienced 
from the tenderelf ties: 

In thefe trkfome hours, rhe death of 
lady Oakendale was his ultiinate with, 
and opened to his fancy an inviting path, 
when het night he at liberty to marry 
fome beau sake young creature, without 
fortune, whofe gratitude would fecure to 
him her affe€tions, and whofe youth and 
heaith Would infure heirs-te his poffes- 
at the time thefe wilhes were 
formed his hopes were vain; for lady 
Oakendale was then by no’ means iikeiy 
o give him fuch a chance. -Her health 
and, to an excellent 
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_conttitution the added the molt fiudious 


-attention to its prefervath 


a right y claim from relations fo near to 


Niliiam Carleton had been a ba 


er Pei 


her. 


uti he had a {mall young 


ther’s fortune: and his generous heart | 


was too compaflionate, and too liberal 
to his fellow creatures, to allow him te 
be afiluent. He was, indeed, too much 
engaged with his prefent felicity to make 
provifion for future misfertune, and he 
was killed by a random fhot in the mo- 
ment of victory ! 

‘the fatal wound which deprived him 
of life was rendered yet more pase act 
by the reflection of leaving Zelima but 
ill-provided for. She, indeed, did not 
experience the want of this attention ; for 


no foone@ were the fatal tidings brouglit 
her of Willlesn’s death, than her hesrt 
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ca] afford him any other he spe of 
reaking the marriage fetters 5 for amidit 
h virtues fhe did poffeis, fhe adhe- 
of chaitity, allowing 
to. thofe who -had been 
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Such were lord and lady Okendale; 
when the former, finding his life every 
day mose unhappy, and viewing the in- 
firmities of cid age ar ne gre at diftance 
ftom him, he eI ndeavoured to begulet! le 
edious lemgth of the fummeredays, | by Vie 
liting hich 
were fituated in the moft unfrequented 
and. obfcure paris of Encland, where he 
went by another name, in order to follow 
his favourite propenfities; fo that, when 
he returnedto London, and again aflumed 
his name and character zs a fenator, fe 


diiierent watering places, W 


might condemn. thole vices he had not 
only been practifin himfeit, but feducing 
Loccnt and Wiwary io. fall ito. 











It was during the laf fummer that he 
_had made an axenrhan: to an interior p 


of South Wales; from whence his fancy 
ied him to Milford-Haven, where, as he 
was one evening {trolling near the fea, he 
accidentally met with Laura, the uncom. 
mon charms of whofe perfon attracted hig 
notice, and he foon formed a plan of be. 


coming acquainted with her, whieh fuc. 


ceeding, he, in a fhort time 


» found him. 
felf violently attached. ~ 


anda certain refinement and avlicacy 
which pervaded her whole manner, chéck- 
ed the licentious impulfes which — the 
charms of her perfoa occafioned, and he 
found it neceflary to be more upon his 
guard, and to.ac with more circumfpec. 


tion in the prefent cafe, than any he had. 


ever before encountered. 


Her feafible converfation, the obferva- 
tions fhe had made upon the world, as far 


as fhe had feen it, would have made her — 
an entertaining companion, had no other — 


charms captivated his fenfes; but, allur- 
ing as fhe was both im mind and perfon, 
he found it impoffible to refi:t fo engaging 
‘an object: .he therefore difcovered ag 
much as he could of her ftory, and found 
her chief misfortune, and which fhe moft 
lamented, was the lofs of a lady who had 
brought her up, and from whom fhe was 
divided in her paflage from France. 

Having gathered thus much from her 
own account, he concluded the was the 
natural daughter of moniieur Du Frene, 
who had prefented her to his wife asa 
toundling ; that monfieur was dead, and 
in all probability fhe would never again, 
fee madame, 

From theie circumfances-he confidered 
her as a lawful prize for him, and-would 
have immediatcly offered her a fettlement 
as a miltrefs, had nota certain dignity, 
ahd modeft fup erjority. in ber manner, 
awed hisfreedom, and prevented his mak- 
ing fucha propofal. He was, however, 
determined not io lofe her, and therefore 
formed the plan of enticing her to Lon. 
don, under pretence of placing “her with 
a filler till the thould difcover madame 
Du Frene. 

His iafinuating manners and addrefs 
foon gained upon the unfufpicious heart 
of L aura's ; fhe confidcred him as old 
enough to ke her father; but for that rea- 
fon Le was till better calculated to be her 
friend, and the was charmed with the pro- 
nolal of placing her with his fifter. She 
telt veneration and effcem for Mr. iho. 
ranby (the name he had atu med ) and ‘it 
was not tll the avrived in London that the 


ad 


difcovered the whole of his deception, 
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Her beauty was the leaft of ber merit,’ 
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—and—exeufe by- 


which, when he endeavoured to palliate 
ing the moft ardent 
lave, the folemnly vowed to facrifice her 
life to her honour; and, as we have be- 
fore obferved, he fent ger to Okendale- 
Abbey, in hopes that the folitude of the 
place would induce her to lend a more fa- 
yourable ear to his withes. , 
How did the retrofpection of this part 
of his conduct now fill the mind of lord 
Oakendale with correding thoughts! A 
ray of gratitude to the Supreme Ruler of 
all events, who had not permitted him to 
commit a crime at which his foul fhud- 


dered, diffufed over him fenfations to | 


which he had hitherto been a ftranger. 
He made an ample confeflion to Mr. Mor- 
ton of all his conduct, and lamented his 
errors in fuch terms of contrition and pe- 
nitrence, that Mr. Morton gave him all. 
poflible confolation, and readily joined 
the party, who were waiting to make the 
projected fearch at Oakendale-Abbey ; to 
which place their journey was completed 
as expeditioufly as pofhble. 

An their arrival at Oakendale every 
thing remained in the ftate they had left 
it; and no veftige of any human being 
appeared to have traverfed its gloomy 
apartments. ‘They proceeded to the room 
which had, on tore occafions than one, 
caulfed fo much terror, being now a very 
{trong party, propefly armed, and every 
way determined to inveftigate the myftery. 

Lord Oakendale himfelf led the way. 
The virtuous principle upon which he 
now fearched for Laura, a€iuated his 
mind with a manly refolutién; and he 
felt none of thofe perturbed tremblings 
which had affailed his heart on a former 
occafion. 

In one hand he firmly grafped a piftol, 
in the other a fhort fword ; and having 





excited his attendants boldly to follow his 
example, whatever they might encounter, 
he proceeded into the cloifter. _ All was 
fill and filent, and by force they made 
their way into the room which terminated 
it. It was totally dark, and they were 
obliged to light their candles belore they 
could even diftinguith each other! 

As foon as they were affifted by the 
lights, they perceived that the windows, 
through which very little light could have 
been admitted, were entirely lopped up, 
and this feemed to have-been done very 
lately. 

Lord Oakendale was convinced it was 
the very faine apartment he had been in 
before; but every thing now borea differ- 
ent afpect!. Nothing appeared in the room 
but alarge table, and fome loofe boards. 
‘Lhere were evident marks of blood upon 
many parts of the floor, and in one cor- 








ner lay a human fkull! Lord Oakendale 


fhuddered! The idea of Laura and mur- | 


der trembled at his heart; at the fame 
time that it renewed his courage, and ani- 
mated his purfuit. We will proceed,” 
faid he, ** and inveftigate this accurfed . 
miyftery, or die in the attempt!” 

“The fkull cannot be Laura’s” faid 
Mr. F—; it could not have been in this 
ftate from the time the has been mifling ; 
yet it might be Eugene’s, and the thought 
refted upon: his imagination witha ficken- 
ing horror |” 


Lord Oakendale, having fearched every | 


part of the room to no purpofe, ordered 
the “oor to be taken up; when, as the 


till then rendered fpeechlefs, replied, 
** Laura! What Laura! Can the be in 
this place of horror?” , 

** This is no time for explanation,”’ 
faid Mr. F—-——;_ ‘* let us return tothe 
lefs gloomy parts of the abbey ; endasthe 
man, who guarded this infernal danze- 
on, is fecured we may probably force hia 
to a confefliion of what we fill furthe 
wifh to know; in the mean time let us, 
my dear boy, give you all the affiltance 
in our power, and revive you by fome im- 
mediate refrefhment.” erie 


Eugene, altered and opprefled by the 








men were beginning to execute his orders, 
they difcovered a trap-door which was in- 
{tantly opened, and they defcended down 
feveral winding fteps into a huge vault, 
which feemed to extend under the church. 
They lighted morecandles, and left no part 
unfearched. No objeé& prefented itfelf; 
but they picked up bones and—fkulls in 
various parts of the vault! 

Lord Oakendale fired his piftol; no. 
thing returned but the vibration of its 
found; after which a perfect ftillncfs was 
obferved, and a deep hollow groan ar- 
refted the ears of every one prefent. ‘They 
turned to the left, from whence the found 
of the groan proceeded, and perceiving a 
hollow arch, they advanced towards it; 
bat could only be admitted fingly, as the 
fides were too clofe, and the roof too low 
to ftand upright in. 

Lord Oakendale ftill led the way, and 
the reft followed. He had again charged 
his piftol, and he carried his fword and a 
candle in the other hand. 

Having advanced feveral paces, fome- 
thing was thrown in his eyes by an invi- 
ible hand, and for a moment he was in 
total darknefs! He again fired his piltol; 
and as foon as the found ceafed, a faint 
voice exclaimed, ** O God, my deliver- 
ance is at hand!” The reft of the lights 
came up, and difcovered a hideous figure 
of a man, with an uplifted bar of iron in 
his hand ready to ftrike a fatal blow on 
the firft perfon who advanced. He was 
in{tantly feized, and made to deliver the 
keys of a grate which opened to a very 
{mall room. 

Having fecured the man,. and entered 
the prifon, in one corner of it appeared 
an emaciated figure, altered indeed; but 
in whofe thin and pallid countenance 
Mr. Fe«—inftantly recognized the fea- 
tures of his dear Eugene! He flew to 
enrbrace and to prefent him to lord Vin- 
cent; whiilt lord Oakendale felt himfelf 
difappointed, andinvoluntarily exclaimed, 


cruel coufinement he had fo long fulfered 
appeared fcarcely the fame; yer ftill a 
{mile of grateful acknowledgement to 
thofe who had fo unexpectedly procured 
his enlargement, prejudiced them all in 
his favour; and the profpe€& ofliberty, 
together with the joy of beholding the 
faces of thofe whom he knew to be his 
fricnds, animated his eyes, an-] gave a glow 
to his pale cheeks. 

Lord Vincent preffed him to his bofom, 
and acknowledged him for his fon; and, 
although his whole appearance bore telti- 
mony to his wretched condition, yet an 
open countenance, and manly deportment, 
diftinguifhed the graces of his perfon, and 
his fentiments, fuch as he was able to ex- 
prefs, did credit to, and confirmed the 
education which the good Mr, F—— had 
beftowed on him. 

Being returned to the other apartments, 
lord Oakendale afked Eugene, in a me- 
lancholy tone of voice, If he had, during 
his confinement, ever feen or heard of a 
young lady in the abbey ?” 

Eugene replied “ he had not.” He 

faid, ** on the day that he had gained the 

keys of the abbey, he thought to amufe 

himfelf with obferving the ftruCture or the 

rooms, without fuppofing that any human 

beings, befides himéelf, were withinfide of 
it. The inhabitants of Oakendale, and 

particularly the man from whom he had 

the keys, hadtold him of ghofts and {pec- 

tres ;—but this made him only the more 

eager to reconnoitre the place; and not 

being the leaft apprehenfive of any fuper- 

natural caufes, he fearleflly walked about - 
the rooms, in which he faw nothing either 

to engage his attention, or excire his fear; 

till at jaft coming into one of the rooms 

onthe firfi floor, he was attracted by a 

portrait, not in very good preiervation, 

but whole features and countenance bore 

fo ftziking a refemblance to Laura, that 

he was fixedto the fpot, and ftood gazing 





“© Where ismy Laura?” 


at it with furprile and admiration.” 


At the name of Laura, Eugene, whom ~ 
the furnrize and ithe ioy of the fcene had 











He had jufttaken from his pocket a 








fmall letter-cafe, in which was a little | 
fketch he -had himfelf attempted upon 
vellum, of the fweeteft features in the 

world ; and was examining and compa- 
ring the likenefs, when he heard foot- 
fteps, and inftantly found himfelf pinion- 
ed down and fecured. lll refiftance was 
in vain, and he was hurried down to the 
grated roomin the vault from whence | 
they had now fo happily releafed him ; 
and where he was only Tupplied with com- 


non neceflaries, debarred of light, and | 


every focial comfort. 

“© He had’ he faid “‘during his con- 
finement, 
perfons who guarded him, and brought | 
his provifions, and each were uniformly 
filent to the queftions he conftantly put, | 
in order to gain information of the place 
he was in, and their defigns. Once he | 
had attempted to efcape, but was only 


more clofely guarded atterwards, He had | 


heard ftrange noifes, and had reafon to | 
believe that fome fecret practices were 
carried onin the Abbey; but of what 
nature he could not give ‘he moft diftant 
guels. His fpirits had funk to a degree 
of wretchednefs paft all defcription at 
the idea of lever gaining his liberty, and 
his mind had given way to the mott cruel 
defpair, when he was roufed only toa 
kind ofcallous indifference upon the re- 
port of the firft piftol ; but when he heard | 


the fecond fired, and faw through the | 
| them; and whenever any perfon came | 


gratethat the guard was agitated, and 
gathered up the duft tothrow at fome 
object which appeared with a light, he 
felt a ray of comfort to which he had long | 


been a firanger, and which he had fo | 


joyfully experienced by his enlargement.” 

The next ftep was to interrogate. the 
guard, who, after an obflinate filence, 
{aid 
aeeer 2 
pofe of guarding the grate, and was re- 


' eved.in his office by another, who was 


fomewhere about the Abbey.”” But, af- 
ter many promifes and threatenings of | 
future rewards and punifhments, and, 
aftcr having abfoluceiy . dileiaimed the 
knowledge of any other perfon being | 
confined in the Abbey, he confefled, 
* he had been hired by a fet of people, | 
whofe bufinefs it was to [teal dead bodies, 
and brincthem to the Ab/ev for dif 
fection ; that there was a private door 


from the aia into the eaten, 


where they uf J to be rou ‘ht and depo 
fited in the room whi. h they had artis | 
oned off for the purpofe, and wiich has | 
beiore been defcribed; that the bones 
were afterwards thrown if ro the Vault 
from the tr: fe x; that this had bee a 


practice ‘i many years; ana, by having 


feen many different faces in the | 


“That he was hired for the pur- | 


| 

; 

but rhis man could give no fur her ac- 
count of her than he had already 


care to preferve i it forthemlelves by taking” 
methods to frighten, and effectually keep 
away, every guelt that made any attempt 
to. ‘inhabit it.” He added, moreover, 
*‘that they frequently procured bodies 
that were hanged at, or near Carlifle ; 
and that a man, who was hanged for mur- 

er in the neighbourhood, and whofe 
_ body was broughe there, and haitily de- 
| pofited in an obfcure room, had, as_ was 
| | fuppofed, returned to life, and mae his 
efcape; for ontwo men going at mid- 
| night to fetch him upona_ board to the 
_diflecting room, they found iim gone 
and in his place a young lady, who had 
funk into a fit with terror upon their 
approach, and whom he believedthey con- 
veved toa hutin the village. ‘That fome 
| daring adventurers had iately broke in 
| upon them; but their appearance had, as 
| he fuppofed, terrified them from. proceed- 
ing in their attempts; but, from the 
time, of the young man’s being a _ prifon- 
er there, and their having been pretty 
much alarmed, they had thought it moit 
| prudent té take Away their implements 
| till the young man was removed or re- 
| leafed. ‘Ihat. he did not believe any 
| perion had ever been murdered there, 
| though many bodies had been brought 
| from. places both near and diltant, and 
| many ikeletons were depofited in diff erent 
parts of the abbey, as well to alarm 
'thofe who might fee them, as to preferve 


i 
i 
| 
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to ttay there, they took care to whi'per in 
| the paffages, and make other noiles, to 
prevent their remaining in the rabbey. 
That he remembered hearing one of the 
| gentlemen, he-called his mafter, fay he 
| had alarmed a lady, by coring through 
a trap-door into a gallery where the was 
| walking by moon- ii cht, though he_ be- 
lieved fhe only faw his fhadow.’ 
| ‘Dhus was this great myfiery at once 
| explained, and the gholts of Oukendale- 
“bbey wereindeed the dead; boi bp vught 
thither by thofe unfecling moniters of 
| fociety, who make a praétice of ftealing 
‘our friends, and relations from the 
| peaceful grave where their afhes, as we 
| {uppofe, are depofited in reti i: 
‘Dhe next inquiry to be made, was that 
_ of knowing by whofe orders Eugene was 
entrapped In the 4b! ey 5 Sut of this the 
| prefent informer could ii? nv intelfi- 
| spe 
Lord Oakendale queftioned him clofely 
concerning the lady whom the men had 
| conveyed to a hut is fo alarming a ftate; 


men- 
toned’ and all that could be the gathereJ 


~ 


| the range of the abbey, they had taken ! was, chat the time, in which he faid it tap. 
| pened, correfponded exaGily with that in~ 
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which Laura was mifing from the Abbey. 

Lord Oakendale was unhappy. The 
thoughts of Laura, and what might be 
her fate, engroffed all his attention ; nor 
was Eugene lefs anxious on the ‘fame 
fcore. The idea of her being confined 
in she Abbey with himfelf, filled his mind 
with a romantic extravagance of fancy, 
that they muft be deftined for each 
other. 

The wild fallies of his imagination, or 
the more ferious and penfive fentiments, 
which exhibited a mind forimed for every 
noble purpole, charmed lord Vincent; 
whillt lord Oakendale viewed him with 
a kind of fullen hauteur, which might 
well be accounted for by the circum. 
ftances of his birth ; yet, when Eugene 
confijered him as the uncle of his Laura, 
a thoutand attentive affiduities were offer- 
ed to his fervices; andit was with diffi. 


culty lord Vincent could-prevail upon him > 


to accompany him back to London, in 
order to be introduced as his fon and heir. 
His heart dweit upon the difcovery of 


Laura, and he would have given worlds to | 
‘have been deputed the chief employer in 


fuch an inveiligatinn. 


Duty to-his father at length prevailed, 
and he reluctantly bid aiiex to lord Oa- 
kendale, who was determined to ftay in 
the neighbourhood of Oakendale, be ing 
perfuaded that Laura was fomewhere cone 
cealed- in its vicinity; and he offered 
large rewards to any perfon who fhould 
bring him intelligence of her abode. 

He likewife fet on foot a profecution, 
and an order to apprehend, or caufe to 
be apgrehended, thofe wretches wh» had, 
forfo many ye:rs, been the terror of 
Ovkendale, and by their diabolital prac- 
tices made the abbey be confidered the 
receptacle for evii fpirits. But all 
exertions on this {core proved fruitlefs ; 
ihe perpetrators of thefe acts taking care 
to fecare themfe!yes beyond the reach 
of jultice. 


Meantime Laura enjoyed, with Mrs. 
reville, allthe comforts, as well as ele- 


his 


| gancies, for which fhe feemed by nature 
| calculated. 


ee, sooo 
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